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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING 
OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Twentieth session 
2025 

Nomination file no.02246  
for inscription in 2025 on the Representative List  
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

A. State Party or States Parties 

 

Czechia 

 

B. Name of the element 

B.1. Name of the element in the languages and scripts of the community(ies) concerned 

Amatérské hraní divadla v Česku 

B.2. Name of the element in English 

Amateur theatre acting in Czechia 

 

C. Name of the communities, groups or individuals concerned 

 

The first large group of communities concerned are amateur theatre practitioners in 
approximately 4,000 theatre companies, whose representative associations (see Section 4.1) 
were involved in the preparation of the nomination. Many of them are also members of local, 
regional and national associations, and participants in festivals and shows (local, regional, 
national) in the fields of children’s theatre and recitation, student theatre, drama for adults and 
adults performing for children, pantomime and movement theatre, artistic recitation and poetry 
theatre, and participants in informal education courses, seminars and workshops, both 
nonrecurring and recurring.  

The second large group of communities concerned is the adult and child audience of amateur 
theatre productions in the municipalities, with productions ranging from a few performances to 
dozens, including audiences at festivals and shows (local, regional and national), or participants 
in lectures, courses and seminars who do not perform theatre themselves but are interested in it.     
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1. General information about the element 

For Criterion R.1, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in 
Article 2 of the Convention’. 

1.1. Provide a brief description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it. 

Not to exceed 200 words 

Amateur theatre is purely voluntary theatre acting by laic people who come together to create 
theatrical performances of plays they have written or adapted themselves, primarily for the local 
community. 

The element is a leisure activity that in all its forms and diverse manifestations is a folk art 
creating and presenting theatrical productions by professionally untrained artists of all 
generations. They organize, prepare and then perform theatre productions of various theatrical 
genres. They perform Czech and international dramatic works, adaptations of literary texts and 
plays created directly by the ensemble. The element unites its bearers and grows out of a more 
than two centuries of folk tradition. It combines authorial, dramaturgical, staging, interpretive, 
scenographic and social skills. It exists everywhere – from villages to cities. Theatre is co-
created by the local community, as it is a common collective activity and, in this sense, it is 
comparable to folk music, dances, etc.  It is therefore very popular among the citizens and 
supported by the municipalities.    

1.2. Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender-related 
ones or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If 
so, who are they and what are their responsibilities? 

Not to exceed 100 words 

The bearers of the element are adults, youth and children active in theatre groups and 
associations, who prepare and perform theatre productions in their free time. Through their 
theatrical activities, they contribute to the formation and development of the cultural, social and 
political life of their communities. 

In addition to the actors, the practical user of the element is also the audience. A specific role is 
played by the director, who manages the preparations and the performance itself. All other 
specific activities (e.g. costumes, make-up) are additionally carried out by members of the 
ensemble without distinction and regardless of gender. 

1.3. How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 100 words 

The knowledge and skills associated with theatre acting and creating a spectacle are passed on 
among the bearers of the element as well as within families.  

This transmission also takes the form of formal and informal education. The informal one is 
mainly carried out through long and short-term educational events, in which theatre 
professionals also participate. These events are organized by various entities for the bearers. 

Formal education is provided by a nationwide system of about 500 basic art schools, especially 
in the literary and dramatic field, which provides theatre education for children and young 
people, as well as adults. 

1.4. What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have nowadays for the communities concerned? 

Not to exceed 100 words 

The element maintains the cultural traditions and develops the cultural life of the given location. 

Its practice leads to voluntary social integration, offers irreplaceable common sharing of 
emotions, development of imagination, formation of taste. It is important for the prevention of 
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socially pathological phenomena. 

It is an opportunity for the bearers to activate their own creative abilities and communication 
skills. 

The practice of the element fulfils an educational function, and in smaller communities it is often 
the only opportunity for residents to encounter live art. 

The element often reflects local specificities, conveys information, or critically enters the social 
debate. 

1.5. Can the State Party or States Parties confirm that nothing in the element is incompatible with existing 
international human rights instruments? 

Not to exceed 50 words 

The element is fully in line with human rights guaranteed by law and international human rights 
instruments. 

1.6. Can the State Party or States Parties confirm that nothing in the element could be perceived as not compatible 
with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals? 

Not to exceed 50 words 

By their very nature, theatrical productions depict human reality. However, the Constitutional 
Charter of the Czech Republic guarantees that the practice of this element must not violate 
human dignity in terms of gender, race, religion, social status, health, membership of a social 
group, etc. 

1.7. Can the State Party or States Parties confirm that nothing in the element could be perceived as not compatible 
with the requirement of sustainable development? 

Not to exceed 50 words 

Professional expert opinions show that young bearers in particular often have a thematic focus 
on sustainable development, including the social dimension, and that audiences are receptive to 
this topic. The element is directly related to the implementation of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, e.g., Quality education, Less inequality, Gender equality. 

1.8. Are there customary practices governing access to the element? If yes, describe any specific measures that are 
in place to ensure their respect. 

Not to exceed 100 words 

There are no restrictions on amateur theatre, as it is a purely voluntary leisure activity. The only 
limitations are those arising from intellectual property legislation, hygiene and technical 
standards and the regulations mentioned in Section 1.6.  

1.9. Audiovisual materials about the element 

  10 recent photographs in high definition are submitted  

  Form ICH-07-photo is attached to grant rights for the 10 photos submitted  

  A video is submitted 

  Form ICH-07-video is attached to grant rights for the video submitted 
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2. Contribution to visibility, awareness, dialogue and sustainable development 

For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring 
visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, 
thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. In addition, States are 
encouraged, with reference to Chapter VI of the Operational Directives, to recognize the interdependence between the 
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage and sustainable development. 

Given its extensive nature, criterion R.2 will be assessed based on the information provided in the nomination file as a 
whole including the answers provided in this section. 

Do communities concerned consider that the element contributes to the following? 

  Food security 

  Health care 

  Quality education 

  Gender equality 

  Inclusive economic development 

  Environmental sustainability including climate change 

  Peace and social cohesion 

  Others (please specify): Strengthening the cultural and social identity of settlements and 
communities 

Provide explanations in support of the statement(s) made above, as appropriate. 

Not to exceed 200 words 

Ad Quality education 

The practice of this element contributes to the understanding of art and ethical issues of life and 
the world, as in performing arts interpretation, and thereby enhancing education. 

Ad Gender equality 

The practice of the element in contributes to gender equality by ensuring that men and women 
perform activities equally, except where prescribed by the dramatic text or physical 
requirements. 

Ad Environmental sustainability, including climate change 

Environmental quality is a frequent theme of appealing socially critical productions, especially by 
young theatre companies. This raises social awareness of environmental issues and promotes 
responsible behaviour. 

Ad Peace and social cohesion 

The practice of the element has a significant positive impact on community life within the 
ensemble and the municipality, and creates opportunities for deepen social contacts. 
Productions that reflect or inspire social discourse also contribute to deepening the social life of 
the community.  

Ad Strengthening the cultural and social identity of settlements and communities 

The practice of the element contributes to improving the quality of life (well-being) of local 
residents. The theatre ensemble, or rather its level, is often a distinctive feature of the home 
community. For many communities, ‘their’ theatre ensembles are an important representative 
element. 
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States are encouraged to submit audiovisual materials that convey the communities’ voice in support of the statements 
made above. 

  Materials (written, audio-visual or any other way) are submitted 

 

3. Safeguarding measures 

For Criterion R.3, States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and 
promote the element’. 

What safeguarding measures are put in place to protect and promote the element? Include in your answer the 
communities’ role in the planning and implementation of measures described. 

Not to exceed 500 words 

The amateur theatre community will: 

- continue to transfer the knowledge (know-how) and skills associated with the practice of the 

element within the ensembles; 

- hand over material artefacts related to the practice of the element, e.g., costumes, sets, 

props, ensemble libraries and archival material, etc.; 

- remain open to members of national minorities; 

- cooperate in the implementation of a system of competitive regional and national shows; 

- provide recurring and nonrecurring extracurricular training in the field; 

- organise specific shows to complement the genre and type spectrum of the nominated 

element (e.g. national show of rural theatre groups, one-act play shows, one-actor theatre, 

monologue competitions, etc.); 

- disseminate information about activities in print and electronic form; 

- morally reward individuals with the Zlatý (Golden) Tyl badge; 

- cooperate with all bodies active in the field of amateur theatre. 

Municipalities and self-governing regions will: 

- financially (within its capabilities) and morally support regional shows and further education; 

- further support amateur theatre by contributions to activities and in-kind donations (e.g. by 

providing public spaces for activities); 

- support the creation and activities of theatre ensembles at all levels of schools; 

- support selected national and international festivals (e.g. Jiráskův Hronov, Krakonošův 

divadelní podzim (Rübezahl’s Theatre Autumn) in Vysoké nad Jizerou, Theatre of European 

regions and others) within the framework of multi-source financing; 

- by inclusion of theatre companies in foreign twinning relations of both municipalities and 

regions; 

- when publicly recognising volunteering, to remember individual bearers of the element or 

their collectives for their service in the public interest; 

- establish regional service organisations in the field (e.g. the Centre for Artistic Activities in 

Hradec Králové). 

The Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic will: 
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- support national shows and festivals, further education in the field in the subsidy title; 

- continue to support a national institution focused on non-professional artistic activities that 

provides the following services to amateur theatre: 

o periodically adjust the system of national competition shows, including the 

programmatic focus, 

o publishes the online magazine Amatérská scéna (Amateur Stage) and professional 

publications, 

o organises recurring and nonrecurring courses, 

o fills the Database of Czech Amateur Theatre, which offers more than 500,000 data 

entries within six series (companies, personalities, local history, festivals, artistic 

education, literature); 

- award one personality in the field with the Ministry of Culture Prize each year; 

- consider amateur theatre as an important cultural activity in long-term conceptual 

documents (e.g. the State Cultural Policy).  

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic will: 

- promote (as appropriate) drama education as part of the formal curriculum in primary and 

secondary schools, including teacher training; 

- support drama education and the production of theatre productions within the literary and 

dramatic field in primary art schools; 

- organise a national competition for primary art schools on a regular basis. 

 

4. Community participation in the nomination process and consent 

For Criterion R.4, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible 
participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and 
informed consent’. 

4.1. Describe how the communities, groups or individuals concerned have actively participated in all stages of the 
preparation of the nomination. 

Not to exceed 300 words 

In the preparation of this nomination, the community of bearers of the element was represented 
by three national associations, the Union of Czech Amateur Theatre Actors, the Amateur Theatre 
Association and the Free Association of East Bohemian Theatre Practitioners, which brings 
together most of the bearers; membership is individual. Two of them were established after the 
fall of communism. 

The associations nominated their representatives to a broader working team that decided on the 
final form of the proposal. This team included also representatives of the two oldest theatre 
festivals (Jiráskův Hronov, founded in 1931, and Krakonošův divadelní podzim (Rübezahl’s 
Theatre Autumn), founded in 1969). The five-member editorial sub-team that prepared the texts 
also included three theatre practitioners. The proposal was discussed in person and repeatedly 
in hybrid form at meetings of the wider team. The individual points of the proposal are, in terms 
of content, the result of this discussion. All points of this nomination were discussed in great 
detail, including the name and extent of the element and the safeguarding measures. 

The bearers of the element, active theatre practitioners, were also involved in the preparation of 
the film accompanying the nomination document. 
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  Consent (written, audio-visual or any other way) to the nomination of the element from the communities, 
groups or individuals concerned is attached in support to the description above 

4.2. Community organizations or representatives concerned 

Contact person for the communities: 

Title (Ms/Mr, etc.): Ms 

Family name: Lázňovská 

Given name: Lenka 

Institution/position: Director of the National Information and Consulting Centre for Culture (NIPOS) 

Address: Fűgnerovo nám. 5, 120 21, Prague 2, Czech Republic 

Telephone number: +420 221 507 935 

Email address: laznovska@nipos-mk.cz 

Other relevant information: https://www.nipos.cz/about-nipos/ 
 

  Contact information for main community organizations or representatives, non-governmental organizations 
or other bodies concerned with the element are attached, and their details can be published on the website 
of the Convention as part of the nomination 

 

5. Inventory 

For Criterion R.5, States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the 
intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with 
Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention.  

5.1. Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included 

Seznam nemateriálních statků tradiční lidové kultury České republiky (List of Intangible 
Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic) 

https://www.nulk.cz/narodni-seznam/  

https://www.nulk.cz/en/list-of-intangible-elements-of-traditional-folk-culture/ 

5.2. Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that 
(those) inventory(ies), both in the original language and in translation when the original language is not English 
or French 

Národní ústav lidové kultury (National Institute of Folk Culture) 

5.3. Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in the relevant inventory(ies) 

19/2017 Ochotnické divadlo v České republice (Amateur theatre acting in Czechia) 

5.4. Date of the element’s inclusion in the inventory(ies) 

20.12.2017 

Is the information concerning the updating and periodicity of the inventory(ies), as well as the participation of 
communities, groups and NGOs concerned to the inventorying process, included in the periodic report on the 
implementation of the Convention? 

  Yes, the information is included in the periodic report. Specify in the box below the year in which that 
report was submitted 

  No, the information is not included in the periodic report. Provide information in the box below 
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Not to exceed 200 words 

2021 

  An extract of inventory(ies) in English or in French and in the original language, if different, is submitted 

 

6. Correspondence and signature 

6.1. Designated contact person 

Provide the contact details of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For 
multinational nominations, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the 
main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination. 

Title (Ms/Mr, etc.): Ms 

Family name: Limová 

Given name: Dita 

Institution/position: Head of UNESCO Affairs Unit /International Relations and EU Department 

Ministry of Culture 

Address: Maltézské nám. 1, 118 01 Praha 1, Czechia 

Telephone number: +420 257 085 371 

Email address: dita.limova@mk.gov.cz 

Other relevant information: https://www.mkcr.cz/?lang=en 
 

6.2. Other contact persons (for multinational nomination only) 

Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact 
person identified above. 

Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):       

Family name:       

Given name:       

Institution/position:       

Address:       

Telephone number:       

Email address:       

Other relevant information:       
 

6.3. Signature on behalf of the State Party or States Parties 

Name: Martin Baxa 

Title: Minister of Culture 

Date: 26 March 2024 

Signature: <signed> 
 

 
































































